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DETAILED ACTION 
Allowable Subject Matter 

Prosecution on the merits of this application is reopened on claims 21,28,29 
considered unpatentable for the reasons indicated below: 

Examiner has changed his stance on the existing prior art and is issuing a 
second non-final rejection as such. 

Claims 23,30 and 31 are allowed over the present prior art. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 17-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Arai US 2001/0048000 in view of Peltier USPN 5,611,248 as applied in prior action, and 
further in view of Herzog USPN 6,755,322. 

(Re claim 21) Arai as modified by Peltier discloses the matter in canceled claim 
16 which is now incorporated in claim 21. 

Arai as modified by Peltier does not disclose the pivoting of an elevator cup. 

Herzog teaches a pivoting elevator cup. 
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It would be obvious to one skilled in the art to add the pivoting feature as taught 
by Herzog to Aria as modified by Peltier because it allows receipt and placement of 
articles from different angles. 

Re Claim 17) "elevator cup detects a presence of a dispensed product" (Page 4 
Col 1 line 55-56, Aria). 

(Re claim 18) "elevator cup is open on one side" (Top, 4a figure 8, Aria). 

(Re claim 19) "the first tension element and the second tension element are one 
of a belt, a chain, and a cable" (line 6 column 3, Peltier). 

(Re claim 20) "rail is slidable along the vertical guide rail at each end of the rail" (62a 
figure 2, Aria). 

(Re claim 22) "elevator cup is pivotal to an angle of approximately 45" degrees 
(Herzog, figure 12a). 

Claims 24-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Aria as modified by Peltier and further modified by Herzog as applied to claims 17-22 
above, and further in view of Sorensen USPN 6,230,930. 

(Re claim 24) Aria as modified by Peltier and further modified by Herzog 
discloses the transportation system of claim 16. 

Aria as modified by Peltier and further modified by Herzog does not disclose 
being located on a movable door of a vending machine. 

Sorensen teaches the mounting of the transportation mechanism to the movable 
door of a vending machine. 
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It would be obvious to one skilled in the art to have modified the attachment 
location of Aria as modified by Peltier and further modified by Herzog to be attached to 
a movable door, because it saves space in the housing. 

(Re claim 25) "the movable door includes a clear panel" (10a figure 1, Aria). 

(Re claim 26) "positioning of the elevator cup and the rail are controlled by an 
input to a keypad" (16 figure 1 , Aria). 

(Re claim 27) "a product compartment of the vending machine includes a plurality 
of removable product separation and selection tray systems" (20 figure 1, Aria). 

(Re claim 28) Aria as modified by Peltier and further modified by Herzog 
discloses the material in canceled claims 16,24 and 25 and incorporated in claim 28. 

Aria as modified by Peltier and further modified by Herzog does not disclose the 
details of the selection tray system. 

Sorensen teaches the details of the selection tray system listed below: 

"a tray for holding two columns of product to be mounted on a shelf in the 
vending machine" (160 figure 25). 

"a central wall for separating the two columns of product" (42b figure 11). 
"a rotator pivotally mounted on the tray" (116 figure 13A). 
"a gate pivotally mounted on the tray " (113 figure 13B). 
"a lever projecting from the tray" (1 10a figure 13A). 
It would be obvious to one skilled in the art to modify Aria as modified by Peltier 
and further modified by Herzog to use the selection tray system as taught by Sorensen 
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because its utilizes the movement of an elevator cup to dispense product with a second 
driven component for dispensing the product. 

Claims 29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Arai 
US 2001/0048000 in view of Peltier USPN 5,61 1 ,248 as applied in prior action, and 
further in view of Laurienzo USPN 6,224,455. 

Arai as modified by Peltier discloses the matter in canceled claim 16 which is 
now incorporated in claim 29. 

Arai as modified by Peltier does not disclose an arcuate slot for guiding a pivoting 
component. 

Laurienzo teaches the use of a arcuate slot to guide the motion of a pivotal 
component. 

It would be obvious to one skilled in the art to provide an arcuate slot on the 
elevator cup of Arai as modified by Peltier because the arcuate slot taught by Laurienzo 
provides a physical restriction to the rotation preventing it from moving beyond its 
desired range. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Timothy R. Waggoner whose telephone number is (571) 
272-8204. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thu 8am-2pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gene Crawford can be reached on (571) 272-6911. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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